Fast Facts on the Disability Tax Credit

You may be eligible for the Disability Tax Credit if you meet one of the following conditions:
•WALKING: you are unable to walk normally for 100 meters (the length of a football field) without experiencing pain or shortness of breath
•SEEING: you have vision loss in excess of 20%

•SPEAKING: you are markedly restricted in communicating

•HEARING: you are unable to hear clearly, even with hearing aids

•EATING: you require assistance in feeding

•DRESSING: you are unable to bathe or fully dress yourself without assistance

•ELIMINATING: you have poor bladder or bowel functioning

•MENTAL IMPAIRMENTS: you have problems perceiving instructions, thinking or remembering (e.g. people suffering from dementia or Alzheimer’s disease)

•LIFE SUSTAINING THERAPIES: you need life-sustaining therapies such as kidney dialysis or chemotherapy three or more times a week

NOTE: Those whose functions are not restricted to the degree described above in one of these areas may still be eligible for the credit based on the cumulative effect of more than one lesser impairment. The disability must have been in effect or expected to last for a continuous period of at least 12 months.

A doctor (or specified other health professional) is required to verify the disability by filling out part B of Canada Revenue’s T2201 form.

The credit is non-refundable, so it can only be applied against tax that is payable. 
It can, however, be claimed retroactively for 10 years, so even someone who hasn’t paid tax this year could collect for tax paid in past years. 
The credit is transferable, so a spouse or other related caregiver who does pay tax may be able to benefit if the income of the person with a disability is too low. 
For the 2006 tax year, the maximum available from this credit in BC is approximately $1,400. There is no deadline for applying for the credit, and it is best to submit the application after receiving any tax refund you may be due for this year. 
